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are very anxious to get rid of this individual. I have not been
able to seize upon his person, either by force or by stratagem,
because he is no longer with me, nor has he been here since
going to such extremes. I have communicated to Monin your
Majesty's commands as directed; he tells me he has good reason
for believing, as the result of several questions he has put to
D'Bon, that no papers concerning your Majesty, personally,
have been brought to London, and he thinks it more probable
that they have been left in Paris. ... I deem it expedient to
send this letter by M. le Bel. I am deeply grieved, Sire, at not
being able to furnish your Majesty upon this occasion with proofs
of the fervent zeal by which I will be actuated through life/

ENCLOSURE.
Memorandum from M. Monin to the King.

* In consequence of his Majesty's commands signified to
Monin, he has been doubly diligent in devising means for
recovering the papers his Majesty desires to possess. The
glimmers of hope he has sometimes entertained, warranted as
they were by a certain air of confidence and openness of heart
on the part of M. D'Eon, have vanished, and all those means to
which the ambassador has had recourse have proved unavailing.
Monin has restricted himself to seeking to discover where the
papers are kept or concealed. M. D'Eon has admitted to having
deposited them in different places without naming them, but of
one fact Monin is certain, and it is this. Previous to M. de
Guerchy's departure for England, M. D'Eon lodged a box, con-
taining papers, with M. Tercier, where he, Monin, saw it; and
so soon as he had learnt of M. D'Eon's recall, he deemed it his
duty, as a faithful and zealous subject, to recommend to M.
Tercier that he should obtain his Majesty's instructions as to
its contents. I have no doubt [sic] that M. Tercier, who con-
sidered the recommendation as expedient and important, has
acted accordingly; this portion of his Majesty's secrets should
therefore be in his hands.'1

We have been obliged to reproduce, almost at length,
the communications received by the King from de

1 Boutaric, i. 307.,ttempt on the part of the French
